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erer made « Doubt, but ſome time 
or other, the Partiamegt would con- 

cern themſelves to Enquire into the 
from the 


Intollerable Grievance to Trade, 
Knavery and Cunning of ing Men · 
Publick Miſchiefs always Cure themſelves 
when they grow ſo Po and ſo Fatal, 
that they Alatm the \ 417 1 
Sleeping Juſtice to enquire into the Con- 
ſequences: Thus ries, Royal Oaks, 
and ſuch Nuſances of the Town obtain'd 
Redreſs, even by their own Magnizude, 
growing Scandalous to the Natſon, and 
Nauſeous to all that'obſerv'd them. 
tengas ind Berriny of ths 
udulent e 
Tradeſmen, have been ſo Publick, that fre- 
quent Laws have been made to Suppreſs 
them 3 but the Misfortune of this Nation 


is, and that's what Iam now Complaini 
„ that the Laws againſt Bankrupts —. 
Debtars ate become, by the Il Conduct, 
bath of Debtor and Creditor, as great a 
Grierance as the Crime. 1 
And this is what I am now upon, and 
1 begin with the Creditor, becauſe there 
being a Bill depending in the Houſe of 
Gommons, to prevent and Puniſh Fraudu- 
lent Bankrupts, I ſhall in the courſe of 
this Head, ſay ſomething, which I hope 
may be uſeful to prompt, if poſſible, our 
Legiſlators, to add an effectual Cure to 
this Evil. : 
The prefent thing I ſhall therefore De - 
bate, is the propereſt Method, to prevent 
Fraudulent Breaking of Tradeſmen; and 
here I muſt begin with the Negative, as in 
like Caſes, and muſt ſay, which 1 Queſtion 
not 
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not I ſhall make cut, that the Methods now 
taken in England, to purſue Bankrupts 
and Debtors, are ſo far from Anſwering the 
True end of the Law, that they are real- 
ly an Encceaſe of the Number of Bank- 
rupts, and an Encouragement to their 
Frauds; and to Explain this, I hall 
prove, 

1. That Commiſſions of Bankrupt, tho 
well defign'd by the firſt Contriyers, ate, 
as now practis'd ia England, Pernicious to 
Trade, Deſtructive of the Intereft both of 
Debtor and Creditor, and a very great 
occaſion of the Common Frauds of Bank- 
rapts, by making Men Deſperate, and 
driving them W all Extremities, to Defraud 


2. That the Law lately made for the 
Perpetual Impriſonment of Debtors wich- 
out Bail, and without Diſtinction of Cir- 
cumſtance; is Barbarous and Inbuwane,:in 
Practice Unjuſt, and Unequal in its Na- 
ture; Ruinous to Trade, and tending. to 
make Men Deſperate, and an Encreaſe of 
Fraudulent Ruptures in Trade. a 

When I have done this, I (hall Attempt 
the Diſplay of the Debtor- ſide of Villany, 
and Humbly offer, at ſome ſuch proper 
Mediums of Reftcaint, bath upon Debtor 
and Creditor, which beiug put into form, 
and reduc'd to Practice, may effectually 
prevent, or ſeverely Puniſh Fraudulent 
Bankrupts, and duly Compaſſionate and 
Encourage the Miſerable and Unhappy, 
who are willing to be Honeft, are Iaduſtri- 
ous in Buſineſs, but Reduc'd by Caſualty, 
unavoidable Dzcays, or other well accoun- 
ted for Circumſtances. 

Thoſe Gentlemen, who prompt Com- 
miſſions upon every Fracture in Trade, 
meerly to Furniſh themſelves with Bu'iinels, 
and let themſelves int other Mens Eſtates, 
muſt Excuſe me to tell chem, 1 maft Treat 
them very plaialy by chem(;lves ;'and tho 
I doubt the Truths to bz told upan that 
Head, will not Pleale them, ince it will 
leave them to Accounr fac the Rime tha 
great many ILasſt Families, who with 
more gentle Ulage, mizht nave bern Pre- 
ſerv'd; yet I hop: chey who are Enploy'd 
in the N:ccllity without the Fraud, Gill not 


tend to Detect to recover 
and Cheat thar Creditors. f 


think themſelves at all Concern'd in 
Violent Meaſures in the Caſe of Debtors, 
cannot beequally uſeful in all Caſes, becauſe 
Ruptutes in Trade, proceed from vatjous 
and different Cauſes ; as no Meaſures can 
be too Severe, to ent the Viliaipons 
Practices of wilfut defign'd Bagkrupts;; ſo 
no Tenderneſs can he too great with thoſo 
Honeft, Iaduſtrious, and Diligent Fami- 
li-s, who fall into Evil Hands, by the meer 
Surprize of theſe Villainous Ruptures. 
But wc ſhall we then ſay, to the Exe- 
euting theſe Commiſſions with equal Fraud 
and Diſhoneſty to the Knaye gbey pre- 
Debts of 
m iato 
t to the 


A, Bankrupt, an 


aving go 
their Hands, ! A, 


them, 


Relief of Debtor or Creditor, neither to 
ſatisfie his juſt Debts, nor to free bim 
from the Sorrows and Diſorders of his Af, 
fairs ; ſhould I enter into a Lift of the 


never Ard to the perfection of a Divi 
dend, b waſted all they hive taken 
hold ot in Expences, Entangled Law 
Suits, and a long Etcetera of Oppreſſions 
and Violences among the Creditors ; it 
would deſcend too low into the Lay-Stall 
of . and Expoſe the very Nation 
it ſelt. 

Bu: the Preſent Diſcourſe aims more 
particularly ts Examine, how the 1 
Practice of Statutes and Commiſkongs, 
really tends to weaken the Publick, pre- 
vents rational Means. of Reftoring the 
Breaches of Trade, Exaſperates Men, that 
being willing to Diſcover their Eſtates, 
and deliver their Effects to their Credi- 
tors, are Diſcourag d by. the furious Me- 
thods taken by Mea of Unmerci ful Prin- 
ciples; are Driven to all the Parts of 

eſperation, both upon themſelees and 
their E fetts, and which oſtentimes ends in 
the D:ftcuſtion of thaſe Families that 
might be wd, and might be reader'd 
uſ-:4l to the Publick ; and of this, I doubt 
not co give ſuch D:moaſtcable Accounts; 
as hill ſatisſi: any Uaprejadic a- Judges, 
and 2s may in Time, producs ſu ch LO 
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Commiſſions of Bankrupt, which ye 
been 785 0 — upon, and yr 
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and Clanſes, as ſhall refrain Men of Vio- 
tence, from Ruining thoſe, they ought to 
Preſerve. —Y | 

I am Glad Co Write of this, in a time, 
when the Practice is grown up to ſuchan 
Extravagant Exceſs, as to threaten Trade 
a ſecond time; and when the Parliameat, 
Alarm'd with the growing Evil, ſeem Eu- 
clin'd to Redrefſs it, a Bill being now de- 
pending in the Houſe, as 1 am told, co pre- 
vent it; I ſhall firſt enter a little into the 
Milchiet, and then Di'ourſe upon the Re- 
medie.s 

had the Good Fortune, to be the firſt 
that Complain'd of this encroaching Evil 
in former Days, and think my ſelf nut too 
Vain in ſaying, my Humble Repreſentati- 
ons, in « Day when [could be beard, of the 
abominable Inſolence of Bankrupts, practis'd 
in the Mint and Fryars, gave the firſt 
Mortal Blow, to the Proſperity of thoſe 


Exceſſes. 


The Evil was indeed grown up to a 

| heigth ia choſe Days 3 — no- 
thing was more frequeat, than to have a 
Man in full Credit, Buy all the Goods be 
could lay his Hands on, tnd Carry them 
directly from the Houſe he bought them 
at, into the Fryers, and then ſend for his 
Creditors and Laugh at them, Inſult them, 
ihownig them their own Goods untouch d. 
offer them a Trifle in Satisfaction, and if 
they refuſed it, bid them Defyance; and 
I cannot Refrain Vouching this of my own 
Knowledge, fince I have mere than many 
times been ſerv'd fo my (elf, 

And as I printed my Thoughts of this 
Nuſance many Years ago, and of the little 
Advantage, or rather gteat Diſadvantage, 
Commitioas of Baokrupts were ia the Cale, 
1 Crave the Liberty, tho“ ſomething unu- 
ſual to Quote in n:* next, ſo much of it, 
as is nece to recover the Memory of 
this Miſchief to the World. 


M1iSCELLANEA. 


i 


HE followinng Queftion, has bzen 

ſent me under Sdadry Forms, upon 

the ſeveral Changes of Affairs in the 
North. 

HAT is your Opinion of the War in 

POLAND 

This Queſtion contains four very di- 
tin Caſes; | 

1. Relating to the King of Sweden, 

2. Relating to the King of Poland, 

3. Relating to the Car of Muſcovy, 

4. Relating to the N: made King 
$taniſlius. 

As faras 1 may ventare my 922 of 
his Swediſh Majeſty, without Diſobliging 
his Ambaſſador, I hall fpeak very plain.“ 

1. All thoſe People, wha oace fancy'd 
the King of Swedeland Fighting th: Caule 
of Religion in Poland, and that haviag 2 


juſt Provocation, he would make uſe of the 
Occalion, to Reftore the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion there, have now Leiſure to find them- 
(elves Miſtakea ; and that his Swediſh Ma- 
jeſty Fights for Re lig ion, juſt as other Prin- 
ces do, when it comes in their way, but 
when they find they can't Anſwer their o- 
ther ends, without quitting the. Sacred 
Pretence, they generally let it drop in the 
Management, and make Peace without it, 
as now appears in the Treaty, between 
King Staniſi ius, and the King of Swedelanl, 
and as it was once before, in the Caſe 


of the Palitinzte at the Treaty of Ryſmick, 


2. If the King of 5—land had Capitu- 
lated, for the Reſtoring the Proteftanc 
Religion in Felaud, His Majeſty had but 
done juſtice to the Poles, for the Injury 
done by his Aaceſtor, C—1 ,, 


why 


